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Part 5 F.A.C.E. our Goliath Idolatry  

Personalizing Deuteronomy 6:6-9 

(Two perspectives) 
 

Perspective #1 

 

Hello, all saints of God!  

 

I wanted to share some thoughts and reflections based on Deuteronomy 6:6-9 and how it can 

help us tackle something big—idolatry. You know, that tendency we all have to put things or 

people before God.  

 

It’s a real challenge, but I believe we’ve got the tools to overcome it if we dive into God’s Word 

and apply it to our lives. 

 

First off, let’s talk about what idolatry is. Simply put, it’s when we prioritize anything above 

God—whether it’s material things, relationships, or even ourselves. The Bible is super clear 

about how this grieves God’s heart.  

 

Ephesians 4:30 tells us not to grieve the Holy Spirit, and idolatry does just that. It’s like letting 

something take up space in our hearts that should belong to God alone. 

 

So, how do we fight this “Goliath” of idolatry? Well, Deuteronomy 6:6-9 gives us a game 

plan. These verses were originally directed at parents teaching their children, but I’ve realized we 

can also apply them on a personal level.  

 

It’s about keeping God’s Word close to our hearts and letting it guide every part of our lives. 

 

Here’s how we can break it down: 

 

1. Gather: Spend time in prayer and study. Dive into Scripture and really absorb it in 

(Deuteronomy 6:6). Like 1 Thessalonians 5:21 says, “Test everything; hold fast to what is 

good.” 

 

2. Teach Yourself: Remind yourself of God’s truths daily. It’s not just about knowing the Word 

but diligently teaching it to your own heart (Deuteronomy 6:7). 

 

3. Talk About It: Keep God’s Word on your lips—whether you’re sitting at home, walking 

around, or going about your day (Deuteronomy 6:7). Talking about it reinforces it in your mind. 

 

4. Obey: This is the big one—actually do what the Word says. Matthew 7:24-27 compares this 

to building your house on a rock instead of sand. Obedience keeps you grounded when life gets 

tough. 
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5. Be Creative: Find ways to keep God’s Word front and center in your life. Write it down, post 

it somewhere visible, or use reminders (Deuteronomy 6:8-9). Whatever helps you stay focused 

on Him! 

 

The goal here is to stay God-conscious throughout the day. When we do this, we naturally avoid 

putting other things in His place. It’s like Proverbs 6:20-22 says—when we keep His Word 

close, it leads us, watches over us, and even speaks to us. 

 

And here’s the thing: We don’t do this out of obligation—we do it because we love Him. Jesus 

said in John 14:21 that those who keep His commandments are the ones who truly love Him.  

 

Loving God means putting Him first, above everything else. 

 

If you’re wondering where to start, Matthew 6:33 is a great verse to keep in mind: “Seek first 

His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” When we focus 

on Him, everything else falls into place. 

 

So let’s make a plan! Start by gathering God’s Word into your heart through study and prayer. 

Teach yourself diligently, talk about His truths often, obey what He says, and get creative with 

how you remind yourself of His presence. It’s not always easy, but it’s worth it. 

 

Remember, overcoming idolatry isn’t about being perfect—it’s about being intentional and 

keeping Jesus at the center of everything.  

 

Let’s take this step together and trust that God will guide us every step of the way. 
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Perspective #2 

 

Overcoming Idolatry Through the Principles of Deuteronomy 6:6-9 

 

Idolatry, in its essence, is placing anything or anyone above God in our lives. It is a pervasive 

issue that has troubled humanity for centuries, manifesting in various forms—whether material 

possessions, relationships, or even personal ambitions.  

 

For believers, overcoming idolatry requires intentional effort and alignment with God’s Word. 

A profound tool in this battle can be found in the timeless principles of Deuteronomy 6:6-9, 

which, when personalized and applied, can help us keep God first in our lives. 

 

The Relevance of Deuteronomy 6:6-9 for Today 

Deuteronomy 6:6-9 is often viewed as a directive for parents to teach their children about 

God’s commandments.  

 

However, these verses can also be applied on an individual level to cultivate a personal 

relationship with God and overcome idolatry.  

 

The passage emphasizes the importance of keeping God’s Word at the forefront of our hearts and 

actions. By doing so, we can develop a God-centered life and resist the temptations of worldly 

distractions. 

 

Understanding Idolatry and Its Impact 

Idolatry is more than bowing to physical idols; it is any act of prioritizing something above God.  

 

This can include excessive attachment to wealth, relationships, career ambitions, or even 

personal desires.  

 

As 1 John 5:4-5 reminds us, believers are equipped to overcome the world—and by extension, 

idolatry—through faith in Jesus Christ.  

 

Yet, many remain bound by the pressures of this world because they lack proper teaching and 

application of God’s Word. 

 

Principles in Deuteronomy 6:6-9 

The principles outlined in Deuteronomy 6:6-9 provide a clear roadmap for overcoming 

idolatry.  

 

These steps can be personalized for individual spiritual growth: 
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1. Gather Through Prayer and Study (Verse 6) 

The first step is to immerse ourselves in God’s Word. This involves prayerful reflection and 

diligent study of Scripture.  

 

As 1 Thessalonians 5:21 advises, we are to “test everything” and hold on to what is good. By 

gathering spiritual truths, we equip ourselves with the knowledge needed to combat idolatry. 

 

2. Teach Diligently (To Oneself) (Verse 7) 

While this verse originally addresses teaching children, it can also be applied to self-discipline. 

We must diligently remind ourselves of God’s commandments and internalize His Word.  

 

This self-teaching fosters accountability and spiritual maturity. 

 

3. Talk About God’s Word (Verse 7) 

Discussing Scripture—whether with others or reflecting internally—helps reinforce its truths. By 

making God’s Word a part of our daily conversations, we keep it alive in our hearts and minds. 

 

4. Obey and Act on God’s Word 

Knowledge alone is insufficient; we must act on what we learn. Matthew 7:24-27 highlights the 

importance of putting God’s Word into practice.  

 

A life built on obedience to His teachings is like a house founded on rock—stable and resilient 

against life’s storms. 

 

5. Be Creative in Remembering God’s Word (Verses 8-9) 

To keep God’s Word central in our lives, we must find creative ways to remember it.  

 

This could include writing Scripture on visible items, using reminders, or incorporating it into 

daily routines. Such practices help us remain God-conscious throughout the day. 

 

The Importance of Love and Obedience 

Our motivation for obeying God should stem from love.  

 

As Jesus stated in John 14:21, “He who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who 

loves me.” Loving God with all our heart, soul, and might—as commanded in  

Deuteronomy 6:5—is the foundation for overcoming idolatry. (Matthew 22:37-39) 

 

When we love Him fully, our priorities naturally align with His will. 
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Practical Application 

To personalize Deuteronomy 6:6-9 in overcoming idolatry: 

 

- Write and Reflect: Write Scriptures that resonate with you and place them where you can see 

them daily. 

 

- Daily Reminders: Incorporate Scripture into your routine—whether through prayer, 

journaling, or conversations. 

 

- Examine Yourself: Regularly assess your priorities to ensure that nothing takes precedence 

over your relationship with God (2 Corinthians 13:5). 

 

- Prepare Spiritually: Just as Proverbs 6:6-8 advises us to prepare in times of ease (summer), 

we should build spiritual habits that sustain us during challenges. 

 

Conclusion 

Overcoming idolatry requires intentionality and commitment to placing God first in every aspect 

of life.  

 

By applying the principles of Deuteronomy 6:6-9—gathering, teaching, talking, obeying, and 

creatively remembering—we can cultivate a life centered on God’s Word.  

 

As we seek His kingdom first (Matthew 6:33) and set our minds on heavenly things  

(Colossians 3:1-2), we position ourselves to live victoriously over idolatry and other worldly 

distractions. 

 

Let us strive daily to keep Jesus at the center of our lives, allowing His Word to lead, watch over, 

and guide us in all we do.  

 

Through love and obedience, we can honor Him and experience the fullness of life He has 

promised. 

 

Click here. Original source. 

 

 

https://www.surefootedmin.org/ThePattern/PersonalizingDeuteronomy669

